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August 15, 2005

Richard Karney

ENERGY STAR Program Manager

US Department of Energy   

1000 Independence Avenue SW

EE2J

Washington, DC 20585  

Re: Comments on Energy Star Criteria for Dishwashers

Dear Mr. Karney,

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the Energy Star dishwasher stakeholder meeting on July 13.  AMWA agrees with the Department of Energy in its decision to revise the Energy Star criteria for dishwashers to reduce the “market saturation” of qualified products in order to ensure that the Energy Star brand represents superior energy performance. 

AMWA is a member of the Steering Committee for Water Efficient Products,

and supports the comments submitted to your office on July 13 and July 21 by the committee on this topic.
To follow-up on the discussions made during the meeting, AMWA offers the following comments about the dishwasher criteria and Energy Star in general.

General Comments

· As highlighted in the Energy Star program’s initiation of the water and wastewater focus, water treatment and energy use are interdependent.  Less water used by consumers translates to less energy consumed by water treatment plants.  Wasted water is wasted energy and therefore reducing the water consumption of Energy Star products that use both water and energy will achieve additional energy savings for water and wastewater treatment plants.

· AMWA encourages the Energy Star program to work with EPA’s Office of Water when considering new products that use both water and energy.  

· We encourage the agency to develop efficiency metrics for both energy and water for Energy Star products that use both.  If there is concern that product performance or customer satisfaction could be jeopardized, a performance test should be considered.
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Comments Specific to Dishwashers and Dish Washing

· AMWA agrees with DOE that it is a good idea to embark upon a campaign to promote awareness that there is no need to pre-wash dishes before putting them in the dishwasher.  AMWA encourages DOE to work with EPA and dishwasher manufacturers to determine the best way to advance this message.

· AMWA encourages DOE to consider an EF revision for dishwashers of 0.65. This is in alignment with comments from at least two manufacturers at the table.
· AMWA encourages DOE to collect data to develop the regression analysis between Energy Star dishwashers with an EF of at least 0.62 and water consumption.  This information could inform current and future revisions to the criteria.  For example, the analysis shows a significant disconnect between energy efficiency and water efficiency, AMWA encourages DOE to develop a separate water efficiency metric in the new Energy Star eligibility criteria.  This metric would be useful for drinking water utilities that have or would like to have plans to offer incentives for water saving devices.  The addition of a water factor would provide an added incentive to consumers for purchasing Energy Star dishwashers (water conservation), as well as boost the nationally aggregated energy saved by reducing the overall power consumed by water utilities.

AMWA represents the CEOs and the general managers of the nation’s largest drinking water suppliers.  Collectively, AMWA member agencies serve over 110 million Americans.  As the country’s population increases, both energy and water utilities are facing the challenge of meeting increasing demands on our limited resources.  It makes economic and environmental sense to leverage dual savings wherever possible.  We encourage DOE to take advantage of this opportunity in revising the criteria for dishwashers. 

Sincerely, 
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Diane VanDe Hei

Executive Director

 Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies 


Serving the nation’s largest publicly owned drinking water agencies


Washington, DC  20005


(202) 331-2820 • fax 785-1845


www.amwa.net








