August 15, 2005

Douglas L. Faulkner

Acting Assistant Secretary for Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 

U.S. Department of Energy 

1000 Independence Ave SW

Washington, DC 20585

Subject:  2007 Energy Star Clothes Washer Standards

Dear Assistant Secretary Faulkner:
As directors and managers of the nation’s largest drinking water systems, collectively serving over 110 million people, AMWA encourages the Department of Energy (DOE) to set clothes washer standards that demonstrate both high energy and water efficiency.  While we commend DOE for integrating water efficiency and energy efficiency into its March 28 proposal for the 2007 Energy Star criteria for clothes washers, AMWA strongly supports the recommendation made to DOE by the Consortium for Energy Efficiency (CEE) for higher efficiency levels of 1.8 modified energy factor (MEF) and 7.5 water factor (WF).   

As highlighted in Energy Star’s initiation of a water and wastewater program focus, water treatment and energy use are interdependent.  Municipal water and wastewater systems account for over four percent of all electric consumption in the industrial sector.  Less water used by consumers translates to less energy consumed by water treatment plants.  Wasted water is wasted energy and therefore reducing the water consumption of Energy Star products that use both water and energy will achieve additional energy savings for water and wastewater treatment plants.

DOE’s market analysis for washing machines captures energy savings resulting from product end use, and does not make mention of the energy consumed in the treatment of water, nor does it mention the energy needed for wastewater collection and treatment. This energy use is significant. When multiplied across the millions of homes that will choose a new washing machine in a given year, these secondary benefits of additional clothes washer efficiency deserve emphasis. Clothes washers are frequently the largest single end use of residential water.  Therefore, in future analyses, incorporation of these factors would better reflect the connection between water use and energy consumption and also improve the valuation of potential water savings. 

Reducing water and energy use of residential clothes washers to CEE’s recommendations would also provide a secondary benefit of reducing the nation’s needs for water and wastewater infrastructure, as water conservation is one of EPA’s four pillars of sustainable infrastructure in the 21st century.
As the country’s population increases, both energy and water utilities are facing the challenge of meeting increasing demands on our limited resources.  It makes economic and environmental sense to leverage dual savings wherever possible. 

Energy Star is a voluntary program for manufacturers that should continue to represent an elite number of products that demonstrate premium performance. We ask you to use CEE’s rigorously developed efficiency recommendations in revising the Energy Star criteria for washing machines.  This criteria would still allow almost all clothes washer manufacturers to have one or more designated Energy Star models in 2007.  At the same time, it will provide the added benefit of enhanced water efficiency, which translates to significant additional energy savings by drinking water and wastewater treatment plants through increased water conservation.
Sincerely,

- Original signed - 

Diane VanDe Hei

Executive Director

