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House to vote on PFAS bill
as Senate panel turns
attention to cybersecurity
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Legislation to address PFAS in the environment will take center stage in the House this
week, while a Senate committee has invited AMWA to deliver testimony during a
Wednesday hearing on critical infrastructure cybersecurity.
In the House, the PFAS Action Act (H.R. 2467 (https://www.amwa.net/article/bill-expeditepfas-regulations-reintroduced-house)) would require EPA to immediately begin the process
of establishing drinking water regulations for two of the most common PFAS, PFOA and
PFOS, while also setting up a parallel structure in the Safe Drinking Water Act to govern the
development of future regulation of contaminants in the PFAS family. The bill would further
direct EPA to designate PFAS as hazardous substances under the Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA), without providing
liability protections for water systems that legally dispose of PFAS removed during the
drinking water treatment process. AMWA and other water sector organizations expressed
(https://www.amwa.net/letter/letter-opposition-hr-2467-and-hr-3291) opposition to the bill
when it was approved by the Energy and Commerce Committee last month, and several
lawmakers have filed an amendment (https://amendmentsrules.house.gov/amendments/CERCLA_Utilities_MCKINL_063_xml210715095824048.pdf)
to the bill to exempt drinking water and wastewater systems from CERCLA liability related
to the legal disposal of water treatment byproducts containing PFAS. AMWA is encouraging
House members to support that amendment.
In the Senate this week, the Environment and Public Works Committee will hold a
Wednesday hearing (https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2021/7/addressingcybersecurity-vulnerabilities-facing-our-nation-s-physical-infrastructure) on critical
infrastructure cybersecurity challenges. AMWA was invited to provide a witness and will be
represented by John Sullivan, Chief Engineer of the Boston Water and Sewer Commission.
The hearing comes as lawmakers are showing increasing interest in addressing

cybersecurity challenges, and several months after the Senate approved an infrastructure
bill that included new requirements (https://www.amwa.net/article/new-water-resilienceaffordability-and-cybersecurity-programs-included-senate-passed-bill) for EPA to coordinate
with DHS on water sector cybersecurity initiatives.
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