
 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS      

PRESIDENT 
Jeffrey Szabo 
Suffolk County Water 
Authority  
 
Julie Anderson          
Denver Water 
 
 
Shane Chapman 
Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California 
 
Rachel Murphy 
Contra Costa Water District 
 
 
Kenneth Waldroup 
Cape Fear Public Utility 
Authority 
 
 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Calvin Farr 
Prince William Water 
 
 
Verna Arnette 
Beaufort-Jasper Water & Sewer 
Authority 
 
Alex Chen 
Seattle Public Utilities 
 
 
Craig Palmer  
Erie Water Works 
 
 
 
 
 

TREASURER 
Lindsey Rechtin  
Northern Kentucky Water District 
 
 
Cathy Bailey  
Greater Cincinnati Water Works 
 
 
Randy E. Hayman 
Sewerage and Water Board of 
New Orleans 
 
Will Pickering 
Pittsburgh Water 
 
 
 

SECRETARY 
Chris Browning 
Oklahoma City Water Utilities 
Trust 
 
Tad Bohannon 
Central Arkansas Water 
 
 
Matthew Jalbert 
Trinity River Authority of Texas  
 
 
Shaun Pietig 
WaterOne 
 

EMERITUS  
John P. Sullivan, Jr. 
Boston Water and Sewer 
Commission 
 
Jeff Brown 
Onondaga County Water 
Authority 
 
Yann Le Gouellec 
Newport News Waterworks 
 
 
Todd Swingle 
Toho Water 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INTERIM CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
OFFICER 
Dan Hartnett 
 
 
 
Spencer Bruce 
Louisville Water Company 
 
 
Angela Licata 
New York City Department of 
Environmental Protection 
 
Jeffrey Thompson 
Central Alabama Water 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 15, 2026 
 
The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito The Honorable Sheldon Whitehouse 
Chairman Ranking Member 
Committee on Environment and Public Works Committee on Environment and Public Works 
U.S. Senate U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Chairman Capito and Ranking Member Whitehouse, 
 
The Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies (AMWA) is pleased to express its support for 
the Water Resources Development Act of 2026, particularly the provisions included in the 
Drinking Water and Wastewater Infrastructure titles. This legislation reauthorizes a host of 
critical water infrastructure programs, while also undertaking new initiatives that will help water 
systems address challenges in the years ahead.  
 
AMWA has signed multiple coalition letters delivered to the committee that highlight the 
importance of reauthorizing and providing sufficient funding for programs like the Clean Water 
and Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (SRF), the Water Infrastructure Finance and 
Innovation Act (WIFIA) program, and other grant opportunities. We are pleased to see increased 
authorized funding levels for both the Clean Water and Drinking Water SRF programs, which 
will help address the significant gap in investments needed to maintain and improve our nation's 
water infrastructure. 
 
We are also glad to see that the legislation reauthorizes two expiring grant programs that AMWA 
helped establish, the Midsize and Large Drinking Water System Infrastructure Resilience and 
Sustainability grant program and the Reducing Lead in Drinking Water grant program. AMWA 
spearheaded efforts to establish the resilience program in 2021, based on the success of the 
original program, which provided resilience funding to small drinking water systems. This 
program is essential for helping drinking water systems prepare their infrastructure to withstand 
the effects of changing hydrological conditions, mitigate impact of floods or drought, and 
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strengthen defenses against cyber threats. AMWA appreciates that the committee recognizes that 
extreme weather will pose challenges to water systems of all sizes and that proactive investments 
are needed to adapt. 
 
Likewise, AMWA applauds the reauthorization of the Reducing Lead in Drinking Water grant 
program, which AMWA helped create in 2016 to provide drinking water systems with another 
avenue to fund lead service line replacement efforts. This assistance will be essential as water 
systems work to replace lead service lines by the 2037 deadline imposed by the Lead and Copper 
Rule Improvements. 
 
Finally, the inclusion of the Water Intelligence, Security, and Cyber Threat Protection Act—an 
AMWA-led bill—represents an important step toward ensuring that water systems have access to 
cybersecurity resources, like the Water Information Sharing and Analysis Center (WaterISAC). 
The program established by this provision will expand access to WaterISAC to include more of 
the nation’s water systems, raising the sector’s baseline level of preparedness by providing more 
utility managers with the tools they need to withstand natural, physical, and cyber threats.  
 
AMWA thanks the committee for its leadership and collaboration with water systems in drafting 
this legislation and making meaningful investments in our nation’s drinking water. We look 
forward to its passage and hope to continue to work with you to address the range of challenges 
facing the nation’s water systems. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dan Hartnett 
Interim CEO 


