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The Cook Political Report’s 

Road Map to the 2018 Midterms 



A Brief History of Presidential Pets 





How Did the Polls Get It So Wrong? 
 



Democrats’ Enormous Geography Problem 



v  Obama lost 78% of America’s 3,143 counties, but won reelection 
thanks to Miami-Dade, FL; Cuyahoga, OH & Philadelphia, PA. 

2012: 3 of 3,141 Counties Reelected Obama 



So in 2016… 
Democrats Ceded Rural America 

v  The Clinton campaign spent $3 million more on ads in Phoenix & Atlanta 
than it spent in Michigan & Wisconsin combined.  



2016: 3 of 3,141 Counties Elected Trump 

v  Trump lost the popular vote by 2.9 million votes, but won the Electoral 
College thanks to Macomb, MI; Westmoreland, PA & Waukesha, WI.  



How Trump Cracked the Code with 
Working-Class Democrats 



This Iowa County Swung 41%  
from Obama to Trump 

v  Howard County, IA: Only place in America to vote by 20% for both 
Obama & Trump. 13% hold college degrees, median income $49,568. 



I. Long Term Trends 
 



Lifestyle Realignment of the Electorate 

v  In 2012, Obama won 75% of counties with a Whole Foods, 
and just 29% of counties with a Cracker Barrel 

Lebanon, TN → 

← Austin, TX 



The Great Organic/Nostalgic Sort 
   

Election 
Year 

Election Winner 
 

Whole Foods Cracker Barrel 
Culture 

Gap 

1992 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                       Clinton (D)  59% 40% 19% 

1996 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                       Clinton (D) 64% 41% 23% 

2000 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                       Bush (R) 44% 75% 31% 

2004 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                       Bush (R) 40% 79% 39% 
2008 

 

                                                                               Obama (D) 78% 35% 43% 
2012 

 
 
 
 

                                                                                       Obama (D) 75% 29% 46% 



Election 2016? Dangerously Polarized 
 
   Election 

Year 

 

Election Winner 
 

Whole Foods 
Counties 

Cracker Barrel 
Counties 

Culture 
Gap 

2016 Trump (R) 22% 76% 54% 

v Whole Foods/Cracker Barrel 
gap was widest ever. 

v  Two Americas on brink of being 
culturally irreconcilable. 



II. Where Are We Going? 
 



The Distracted Boyfriend 
 
 
 



The Party-less President? 
 
 
 

v  September: Trump snubbed GOP leaders, sided with Schumer/Pelosi on 
debt limit/Harvey aid. But otherwise, catering to the 46% who elected him. 



One Year In, He’s Failed to Expand His 
Appeal Beyond His Own Base 

 
 
 

v  Exit Polls: 61% of voters said he wasn’t qualified & 63% said he lacked 
temperament to be POTUS. Jan. 2018: 57% still said he was unfit (Quinnipiac).  



Playing Without a Full Team on the Field 
 
 
 



Five Reasons 2018 is Shaping Up to Be 
a Great Democratic Year 



1. History: First Terms = Bad Midterms 

President/Year Gallup Approval Senate House 

Bill Clinton (1994) 46% -8 -54 
George W. Bush (2002) 63% +1 +8 
Barack Obama (2010) 45% -6 -63 
Donald Trump (2018) 39% ?? ?? 



2. Demographics: Diplomas Favor Dems 

v  NBC/WSJ Poll: 52% of white college graduates disapprove of Trump 
strongly, vs. 27% of whites without college degrees. 



Why Republicans Can’t Count on Trump’s 
Base to Show Up to Vote in 2018 



And, She’s Not on the Ballot 
 
 
 



3. Enthusiasm Gap: Democrats Angry & 
Motivated, GOP Voters Not So Much 

v  Virginia, Nov. 2017: Turnout was up 20% vs. 2013 in Dem counties, 7% in GOP 
counties. Democrats nearly won control of the House of Delegates.  



Democrats’ Special Election Showings in 
GOP Seats Suggest Big November Gains 



4. Check and Balance Voters:  
Red in 2016, Blue in 2018? 



5. No Leader? No Message? No Problem. 



2018: Tale of Two Battlegrounds 



Dems Probably Need to Be Ahead by 7% to 
Win the House. Today, They’re Just Above. 



Far Fewer Competitive Districts Than Before 
   



House: GOP Retirements + Trump = Dem Edge 



Senate: Heavily Rural, Lopsided 
Battleground = Slight GOP Edge  

v  Lopsided: 26 Democratic seats up in 2018, but just 8 for Republicans 



Senate: Only 2 GOP Seats at Serious Risk, 
But Alabama Was a Game Changer 

v  Lopsided: 26 Democratic seats up in 2018, but just 8 for Republicans 



Looking for Surprises: Which State Stands Out? Looking for Surprises: Which State Stands Out?



After 2018, There Will Be Fewer GOP 
Critics of Trump in Congress 

v  Mass exodus: 51 members not seeking reelection (38 GOP, 13 Dem) 



Governors: Democrats Have Nowhere to Go 
But Up – and That Matters for Redistricting 

v  Lopsided Map Points to Dem Gains: 9 Democratic seats up (4 Open), 
26 Republicans (15 Open), 1 Independent (Alaska) 



Yes, President Trump Could Absolutely 
Win Reelection in 2020 

 

v  Democrats’ Primary Rules: Delegates are allocated proportionally, so a 
large field & long campaign virtually guarantee a contested convention.  



Democrats: Expect the Unexpected 
 



Questions… 


